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Table 5-1. Benefits of Various Stream and Wetland Buffer Widths

This table provides guidelines on buffer widths based on current scientific literature. Only a site-specific biological
survey can provide the exact buffer width needed to preserve species and ecosystems at a site. Note that the buffer
sizes listed are not meant to be prescriptive, but are intended to help local governments better understand stream

and wetland conservation. Buffer width in

acceptable in your community.

{ buffer width (in feet)
.80
! 100-200

100
100

L 330

250
250-575
465-950
535

750

30 | Conserving Natural Area§ and Wildlife in Your Community

conservation benefit
nutrient and pollutant removal

buffer to protect water resources and core
aquatic habitat

temperature and microclimate regulation

core temporary woodland pool habitat
(vernal pool)

stream detrital input and bank stabilization

water quality and minimal wildlife
protection (includes adjacent upland)

stream salamander core habitat and buffer

minimum corridor width needed to
include 90 percent of bird species that use
streamside habitat (adjacent upland)

core riparian habitat for reptiles and
amphibians (adjacent upland)

long-term health of ecosystem (adjacent
upland)

critical terrestrial habitat for vernal pool
breeding species (adjacent upland)

// L, |

your municipality should be determined both by science and by what is

SOurce
Kennedy et al. 2003
Semlitsch and Bodie 2003

Kennedy et al. 2003
Calhoun and Klemens 2002

Kennedy et al. 2003
Kennedy et al. 2003

Crawford and Semlitsch 2007
Spackman and Hughes 1995
Semlitsch and Bodie 2003
Howard 2004

Calhoun and Klemens 2002
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